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Tuli Safari Lodge – Northern Tuli Game Reserve, Botswana – www.tulilodge.com

Northern Tuli Game Reserve
Tuli Safari Lodge is situated in the Northern Tuli Game Reserve, a unique and historically significant location within
Botswana where the country meets its neighbours Zimbabwe and South Africa and at the confluence of two great
rivers, the Limpopo and the Shashe. It forms a key part of the proposed Greater Mapungubwe TFCA.
Tuli is scenically very different to the rest of Botswana, with dominant basalt formations and large areas of sandstone
hills and ridges, together with a network of (mostly dry) riverbeds and riverine forests as well as open grasslands and
marshy areas. From vantage points on top of the rock formations, the plains of Botswana stretch away to the north.
The Reserve was created in 1964 and extends to 72000 hectares, shared between private landowners and local
communities. The area is home to a diverse range of wildlife, renowned for its Tuli elephants - the largest elephant
population on private land in Africa, and is recognised as an Important Bird Area with over 350 species recorded.
The Reserve is also fascinating from a historical perspective. Bushmen paintings provide a reminder of the area’s
original inhabitants many thousands of years ago. Remains of ancient settlements relating to the Mapungubwe era
(circa 1075-1220 AD) are dotted throughout the area, the most significant being the Motloutse Ruins. The reserve
also played a role in Rhodes’ southern African empire-building and witnessed several conflicts during the Boer War.
The Northern Tuli Game Reserve (NOTUGRE) is also known as The Land of Giants - this was the title of a book about
Tuli by photographer and author couple Roger and Pat de la Harpe. These giants relate to some of the Tuli specials:
the huge vistas and big skies; enormous Baobab and Nyala berry trees; the large herds of plains game (including
Eland, the largest antelope species); herds of Africa's largest land mammal, Tuli's renowned Elephants; a breeding
ground for Africa's heaviest flying bird, the Kori bustard as well as Tuli's great historical heritage.
Please note that on some maps the Northern Tuli Game Reserve is listed as Mashatu or Mashatu Game Reserve.

Tuli Safari Lodge
Tuli Safari Lodge is located between the time-sculpted kopjes of the Northern Tuli Game Reserve and the legendary
Limpopo River. Tuli Safari Lodge was once a farm, originally registered in 1957. The history is a little sketchy, though
we know attempts were made at farming cash crops (including peanuts) under irrigation. In 1964, just as the Northern
Tuli Game Reserve was founded, a Johannesburg businessman Monty Fuhr purchased the property and started
transforming the farm into a safari Lodge. Monty set a precedent that has stayed with Tuli to this day by warmly
welcoming children of all ages, and by establishing the idyllic gardens which make the Lodge such a relaxing retreat
over and above the safari experience.
Tuli Safari Lodge’s extensive grounds – always a few degrees cooler than the surrounding reserve - make the Lodge
a really relaxing retreat in its own right. There is plenty to do within the Lodge, with a large swimming pool, waterhole,
hide, walking trail and lots of lovely vantage points overlooking the Limpopo River and game reserve.








Curio shop selling local crafts, books, clothing
Thatched bar & raised wooden deck
Swimming pool with a shallow section for kids
WiFi in public areas
2 hectares garden of lawns and riverine trees
Parking
All day coffee and tea

The heart of the Lodge is little changed from Monty’s day, retaining the charm and character of the era. The bar is
built around the base of a 500 year old Nyala berry tree – one local lady recalls being lifted up into the branches of
this tree by her grandfather to protect her from Lions! Tuli Safari Lodge is a hidden gem. Tucked in the easternmost
corner of Botswana, it is a unique, timeless part of Africa with spectacular wildlife, breath-taking landscapes and
fascinating history. A verdant oasis, in a ruggedly beautiful wilderness … the yin to Tuli’s yang. Time spent in this
relaxing retreat perfectly complements the varied safari adventures in the reserve beyond the Lodge gates. Such is
the magical soul of Tuli Safari Lodge.

Accommodation & Layout

Accommodation at Tuli Safari Lodge
Just 10 elegant suites nestle in Tuli Safari Lodge's peaceful, spacious gardens.
8 Tented Suites are under draped canvas and elevated. Large wrap-around decks are designed to provide a relaxing
outdoor space with views over the Tuli grounds and surrounding bush. The interiors are a modern take on classic 'out
of Africa' décor, with a flowing open plan design.
All suites feature an island bed, lounge area, freestanding bath, separate wet room shower, double basin vanity area,
toilet and lots of all-important hanging and drawer space plus tea/coffee facilities, hairdryer and safe. The tented suites
are 72m2 plus 60m2 decking.
2 Classic Suites are thatched with solid walls and air conditioning. Both have very similar internal layouts and features
to the tented suites, with a shaded veranda area.
All the suites can be made up as doubles or twins and are large enough to accommodate two children under 12 on
single beds sharing with their parents if required. We can pair suites for families or friends who would like some
separation without being too far apart!

Our Rates
Tuli Safari Lodge offers the flexibility of fully inclusive rates (including all meals, two guided safari activities per day,
teas/coffees, laundry, transfers within the reserve). For more info please see our accommodation, specials and activity
page on our website, by following this link.

Layout of Tuli Safari Lodge
The map below shows the layout of the Lodge and where each of the suites is located; our suites are all named after
Tuli wildlife.
Our Tented Suites are Phofu (Eland), Phala (Impala), Thutwa (Giraffe), Manole (Kingfisher), Kgokong (Wildebeest),
Kgaka (Guinea Fowl), Letlhakela (Lilac-breasted roller) and Lekototo (Mongoose).
Our Classic Suites are Kolobe (Warthog) and Nkwe (Leopard).
Pitse ya Naga (Zebra) & Tlou (Elephant) are simple suites for pilots/guides staying with their guests at Tuli.

www.tulilodge.com

General Information
FAQs: please see FAQs section on our website.
Insurance: Tuli Safari Lodge carries public liability insurance and medical evacuation insurance.
Power: Mains supply from South Africa, 90KVA standby generator. 2 and 3 pin South African sockets.
Game drive vehicles: 3 x Toyota Land Cruiser 4.2 – with seating for a maximum of 9 guests.
NB - Botswana’s Regulations for traveling with Kids: please see the following link

Activities & Wildlife
Safari activities on offer at Tuli Safari Lodge are varied, with guided game drives, bush walks, several hides, night
drives and meaningful community visits.
The Northern Tuli Game Reserve's wildlife roams in abundance and diversity, home to 48 large mammal species,
totalling approximately twenty thousand animals, which include Elephant, fifteen large herbivore species and four cat
species to mention but a few. Tuli Safari Lodge must be one of the few places where Elephant Shrews and Elephants
are (almost!) guaranteed sightings, sometimes from the same spot!
Mammals in the Reserve include: Aardvark, Aardwolf, Chacma Baboon, Bushbaby (Greater, Lesser & Thick-Tailed),
Bushbuck, Bushpig, Caracal, Black-Footed Cat, Cheetah, Civet, Dassie (Rock & Yellow-Spotted), Common Duiker,
Eland, Elephant, Elephant Shrew, Bat-Eared and Cape Fox, Genet (Large And Small Spotted), Giraffe, Scrub and
Spring Hare, Hippopotamus, Impala, Black-Backed Jackal, Klipspringer, Kudu, Leopard, Lion, Mongoose (Banded,
Selous, Slender & White-Tailed), Vervet Monkey, Cape Clawless Otter, Pangolin, Striped Polecat, Jameson's Rock
Rabbit, Serval, Tree Squirrel, Steenbok, Warthog, Waterbuck, African Wild Cat, Blue Wildebeest, Burchell's Zebra,
Hyaena (Brown & Spotted) and Honeybadger. Rhino And Buffalo are not present in the Reserve.
Tuli is home to a large number of resident as well as migrant birds, 350 different bird species have been identified in
the area with 90 different species counted in the Lodge grounds by keen birders in just one morning.
A Typical Summers Day at Tuli (thought timings are flexible to fit with our guests’ requirements)
05h30 - Leave for morning activity (game drive or bush walk or a combination of the two)
08h30 - Back to the Lodge and full breakfast is served followed by relaxation time
From 09h30 – Brunch is served
Lunch is available on request
15h30 - Afternoon tea is served on the deck (weather permitting) or in the lounge
16h00 - Depart for afternoon activity with snacks and sundowners
19h00 - Arrive back at Lodge
19h30 - Dinner is served at a designated dining location for the evening

Getting to Tuli
Tuli can be approached from either Botswana or South Africa (the Lodge is just 10 minutes’ drive from Pont Drift
border post). Guests can self-drive, we can help arrange a road transfer or guests can fly in to Limpopo Valley Airfield
(also a short drive from the Lodge).
NB: Please note that the Botswana border authorities do not accept temporary passports. If guests are travelling
to Tuli from overseas via South Africa with children, please note that South African authorities require parents
to provide full unabridged copies of their children's birth certificates. All vehicles, crossing the border or being
left on the South African side, are required to have vehicle registration documents, permission from
insurance/hire companies to cross an international border by the South African Border Officials.
Border facilities
The closest border facilities for those arriving by road from South Africa are at Pont Drift, opening hours 08:00 -16:00.
Customs & Immigration are also provided at the Limpopo Valley Airfield for those arriving by air. Please see Entry
Formalities for information about visa requirements etc., as provided by Botswana Tourism. There is a third party
permit required for all foreign registered vehicles payable at the Botswana border post.
Self-drive
Please always contact the Lodge prior to travel in order to check on the status of local rivers.
GPS coordinates: S 22 12 842 E 29 05 687
Tuli Safari Lodge is around 5 hours’ drive from Johannesburg and around 6 hours’ drive from Gaborone. When the
Limpopo River is not crossable at Pont Drift, guests may leave their vehicles at the border post on the South African
side and cross to Botswana using a passenger cable car. A Tuli Safari Lodge guide will meet our guests on the South
African side. Please see our detailed directions.
Road transfers
We can help arrange road transfers from Johannesburg, Polokwane, Gaborone or other locations. Please note that
we use third parties to provide road transfers and therefore cannot be held responsible for any rate changes or
problems with their service.

Arriving by Air & Combining Tuli
Arriving by Air
We can help organise flights via a semi-regular scheduled service (currently only available from Johannesburg) or as
a private charter (this can be quite cost effective if there are several passengers). There are also twice-daily flights
from Johannesburg to Polokwane, from where guests can self-drive or have a road transfer for the final 2 hour journey
to Tuli. Please see details for each option below.



SA Airlink operates several flights a day from OR Tambo Airport in Johannesburg to Polokwane (Pietersburg).
Depending on our guests’ itinerary, a car can be hired and driven to the Lodge (approx. 2 hours) or we can
help you to arrange for a road transfer.
Angel Gabriel operates a semi-regular scheduled service from OR Tambo Airport in Johannesburg direct into
Limpopo Valley Airfield, which is a short drive from the Lodge - Limpopo Valley Air Taxi services every
Thursday and Sunday direct from OR Tambo. As of July 2017 – LVA will be a hub for flights to Maun & Kasane
– Please contact us for further information.

Alternatively, we can help you to organise a charter flight to Limpopo Valley Airfield (GPS coordinates: S22 11 21 E
290737). The runway is 1500m long and has a tarmac surface. Please note that Tuli Safari Lodge cannot be held
responsible for any rate changes or problems with these services. Please contact us for more details on the above
fly-in options.
Combining Tuli
Tuli Safari Lodge is a great getaway destination in its own right; combining spectacular wildlife with stunning scenery
and a truly relaxing Lodge retreat. As the Lodge is so easily accessible from SA, it fits very well with a trip incorporating
the Kruger National Park or Mapungubwe National Park & World Heritage Site. It's also a natural staging post for
those travelling between SA and Botswana, en route to or from the Kalahari, Okavango Delta / Chobe, and on to
Victoria Falls and beyond. Moving on from Tuli within Botswana, Khama Rhino Sanctuary makes an interesting
stopover. Please don’t hesitate to ask if you’d like any help or suggestions on route planning or where to stay in
different locations.

Social Media, On-line Booking & Website Links

Contact Information
Reservations

General Managers

Email : reservations@tulilodge.com
Alternative Email: info@tulilodge.com
(Bots) +267 77 402 388 or (RSA) +27 (0) 73 303 6295

Hein & Eloise Holton
Email: ops@tulilodge.com
(Bots) +267 77 402 388 or (RSA) +27 (0) 73 303 6295

Postal Address …

Physical Address …

P.O. Box 83, Lentswe Le Moriti, Botswana

Northern Tuli Game Reserve, Tuli Block, Botswana

Skype Address … tuli.lodge

Website Address … www.tulilodge.com

